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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 December 2004 . 
2a)K This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-5,7-29,36 and 331 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) £3 Claim(s) 1-5,7-29 and 31-36 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Response to Arguments 
1. Applicant's arguments filed 12/27/04 with respect to claims 1-5, 7-29, and 31-36 have 
been considered but they are not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re 
Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and7n re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
In this case, applicant argues that there is no suggestion of a computing device or system that 
would possibly support the implement of a web browser program in Duffield. It is noted that 
Duffield discloses determining the channels that are frequently and/or continuously selected and 
reselected by a viewer and displaying video pictures that represent channels frequently and/or 
continuously selected and reselected by the viewer on a screen (see col. 1, lines 14-19; col. 3, 
lines 38-58). However, Boyer discloses that television program guide data and related 
multimedia information are provided to the user's multimedia system in the form of one or more 
web pages to allow the user access information widely. Using a web site platform also allows a 
wide range of service options, e.g., video, images, text. ..etc, to be provided (see page 1, 0013; 
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page 2, 0015 and figures 1-3). Furthermore, Boyer shows presenting per view event when the 
user selects and orders it from pay per view channel (see page 9, 0130-0134). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the teaching of Duffield by displaying secondary video pictures through web browser 
program as taught by Boyer in order to widely allow the users to access television information at 
remote locations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-29, and 31-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Duffield et al. (US 5,398,074 A) in view of Boyer et al. (US 20030066085 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Duffield discloses a method of displaying recently accessed television 
channels comprising the following steps: determining whether a television channel has been 
recently selected by a user (determining a channel that is frequently and/or continuously selected 
and reselected by a viewer - see col. 1, lines 14-19); adding the television channel to a list of 
selected channels if the television channel was determined to be recently selected and generating 
a primary display screen having multiple small display screens, each small display screen 
corresponding to one of the selected channels (secondary video pictures 24 representing channels 
frequently and/or continuously selected and reselected by the viewer are displayed on a screen 20 
- see figures 1-3; see col. 1, lines 14-19; col. 3, lines 38-58). 
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Duffield does not explicitly disclose displaying secondary video pictures through a web 
browser program. However, Boyer discloses that television program guide data and related 
multimedia information are provided to the user's multimedia system in the form of one or more 
web pages to allow the user access information widely. Using a web site platform also allows a 
wide range of service options, e.g., video , images, text.. .etc, to be provided (see page 1, 0013; 
page 2, 0015 and figures 1-3). Furthermore, Boyer shows presenting per view event when the 
user selects and orders it from pay-per-view channel (see page 9, 0130-0134). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the teaching of Duffield by displaying secondary video pictures through web 
browser program as taught by Boyer in order to widely allow the users to access television 
information at remote locations. 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Duffield discloses monitoring the selected channel for a 
predetermined length of time (frequently and/or continuously channel selected and reselected by 
the viewer - see col. 1, lines 14-19). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Duffield discloses selecting the television channel from the 
secondary video pictures using a remote control in response to on-screen menu prompts (see col. 
4, lines 20-24). 

Regarding claims 7 and 9-11, Duffield discloses enabling the selection of a channel from 
secondary video pictures by highlighting and moving the highlighting up or down the video 
pictures with the remote control (see col. 6, lines 20-28). 

Regarding claim 8, Duffield discloses enlarging the selected picture as a main screen (see 
figures 1-3). Duffield does not disclose removing the remaining secondary video pictures. 
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Official Notice is taken that the feature of displaying a selected picture on a full screen and 
removing other pictures from the screen is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Duffield by displaying a selected picture on a full screen and removing other pictures 
from the screen in order to view the selected picture on screen without obstructiveness. 

Regarding claim 12, Duffield discloses that the new selected channel appears in the 
middle and the former selected channel is moved to the top or bottom (see col. 6, lines 29-33). 

Regarding claim 13-15 and 17, Duffield discloses displaying multiple viewing secondary 
video pictures of the channels on screen and allowing the user to select one for displaying on 
main screen (see figures 1-3). 

Regarding claim 16, 18 and 19, Duffield discloses updating the pictures at full speed (see 
col. 4, lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 20, Duffield discloses a method comprising the following steps: 
generating a primary display screen having multiple small display screens, each small display 
screen corresponding to one of the selected channels (secondary video pictures 24 representing 
channels frequently and/or continuously selected and reselected by the viewer are displayed on a 
screen 20 - see figures 1-3; see col. 1, lines 14-19; col. 3, lines 38-58); applying a focus (a 
distinct border design 72) to one of the small display screens to designate the one small display 
screen as active and containing a currently selected channel and to differentiate the active small 
display screen from remaining ones of the small display screens (enabling the selection of a 
channel from secondary video pictures by highlighting and moving the highlighting up or down 
the video pictures with the remote control - see col. 6, lines 20-28). 
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Regarding claim 21, Duffield discloses enlarging the selected picture as a main screen 
(see figures 1-3). Duffield does not disclose removing the remaining secondary video pictures. 
Official Notice is taken that the feature of displaying a selected picture on a full screen and 
removing other pictures from the screen is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Duffield by displaying a selected picture on a full screen and removing other pictures 
from the screen in order to view the selected picture on screen without obstructiveness. 

Regarding claims 22 and 23, Duffield discloses enabling the selection of a channel from 
secondary video pictures by highlighting and moving the highlighting up or down the video 
pictures with the remote control (see col. 6, lines 20-28), and displaying multiple viewing 
secondary video pictures of the channels on screen and allowing the user to select one for 
displaying on main screen (see figures 1-3). 

Regarding claims 24 and 25, Duffield discloses updating the pictures at full speed (see 
col. 4, lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 26, Duffield discloses a method comprising the following steps: 
generating a primary display screen having multiple small display screens, each small display 
screen corresponding to one of the selected channels (secondary video pictures 24 representing 
channels frequently and/or continuously selected and reselected by the viewer are displayed on a 
screen 20 - see figures 1-3; see col. 1, lines 14-19; col. 3, lines 38-58); displaying still images 
captures form corresponding channels in the small display screens (secondary video pictures 24 
representing channels frequently and/or continuously selected and reselected by the viewer are 
displayed on a screen 20 - see figures 1-3; see col. 1, lines 14-19; col. 3, lines 38-58). 
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Duffield does not explicitly disclose displaying secondary video pictures through a web 
browser program. However, Boyer discloses that television program guide data and related 
multimedia information are provided to the user's multimedia system in the form of one or more 
web pages to allow the user access information widely. Using a web site platform also allows a 
wide range of service options, e.g., video , images, text... etc, to be provided (see page 1, 0013; 
page 2, 0015 and figures 1-3). Furthermore, Boyer shows presenting per view event when the 
user selects and orders it from pay-per-view channel (see page 9, 0130-0134). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the teaching of Duffield by displaying secondary video pictures through web 
browser program as taught by Boyer in order to widely allow the users to access television 
information at remote locations. 

Regarding claim 27, Duffield discloses updating the pictures at full speed (see col. 4, 
lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 28, Duffield discloses displaying multiple viewing secondary video 
pictures of the channels on screen (see figures 1-3). 

Regarding claim 29, Duffield discloses a client system capable of receiving multiple 
television channels, comprising: a processor (82); and a memory (inside the processor) having 
stored therein executable instructions (software) which, when executed by the processor, cause 
the processor to perform the following steps: determining whether a television channel has been 
recently selected by a user (determining a channel that is frequently and/or continuously selected 
and reselected by a viewer - see col. 1, lines 14-19); adding the television channel to a list of 
selected channels if the television channel was determined to be recently selected and generating 
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a primary display screen having multiple small display screens, each small display screen 
corresponding to one of the selected channels (secondary video pictures 24 representing channels 
frequently and/or continuously selected and reselected by the viewer are displayed on a screen 20 
- see figures 1-3; see col. 1, lines 14-19; col. 3, lines 38-58). 

Duffield does not explicitly disclose displaying secondary video pictures through a web 
browser program or an interactive display environment including WWW content. Duffield does 
not explicitly disclose displaying secondary video pictures through a web browser program. 
However, Boyer discloses that television program guide data and related multimedia information 
are provided to the user's multimedia system in the form of one or more web pages to allow the 
user access information widely. Using a web site platform also allows a wide range of service 
options, e.g., video , images, text... etc, to be provided (see page 1, 0013; page 2, 0015 and 
figures 1-3). Furthermore, Boyer shows presenting per view event when the user selects and 
orders it from pay-per-view channel (see page 9, 0130-0134). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
teaching of Duffield by displaying secondary video pictures through web browser program as 
taught by Boyer in order to widely allow the users to access television information at remote 
locations. 

Regarding claim 31, Duffield as modified by Boyer discloses that the television 
information is HTML object displayed on web browser (see Boyer: page 4, 0072). 

Regarding claim 32, Boyer et al. further discloses the Internet system comprising at least 
one server system and a network interconnecting the server system and the one or more client 
systems (see page 3, 0055, 0056 and figures 1 and 3). 
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Claims 33, 34, and 35 are computer-readable medium claims which embody the method 
steps of claims 1, 20, and 26, respectively, in computer code (i.e., software). Neither Duffield nor 
Boyer explicitly teaches the method embodied in software. Official Notice is taken that 
automating method steps in software is extremely well known in the art. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the combined teaching of Duffield and Boyer by providing the method steps in Duffield 
and Boyer as discussed with respect to claims 1, 20, and 26, respectively, as program code (i.e., 
software) in order to automate the combined system of Duffield and Boyer and provide computer 
control. 

4. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boyer et al. (US 
20030066085 Al) in view of Duffield et al. (US 5,398,074 A). 

Regarding claim 36, Boyer et al. discloses in a set top box system (1 16 - see figure 3) 
capable of receiving and presenting both television and web content on a television, a user 
interface executing on the set top box system (see figures 1-30) comprising providing television 
program guide data and related multimedia information to the user's multimedia system in the 
form of one or more web pages to allow the user access information widely. Boyer further 
discloses that using a web site platform also allows a wide range of service options, e.g., video , 
images, text. . .etc, to be provided (see page 1, 0013; page 2, 0015 and figures 1-3). Moreover, 
Boyer shows presenting per view event when the user selects and orders it from pay-per-view 
channel (see page 9, 0130-0134). 

Boyer does not disclose displaying multiple small display screens wherein each small 
display screen corresponding to a channel recently selected by a user. However, Duffield 
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discloses that secondary video pictures 24 representing channels frequently and/or continuously 
selected and reselected by the viewer are displayed on a screen 20 (see figures 1-3; see col. 1, 
lines 14-19; col. 3, lines 38-58). Duffield further discloses enabling the selection of a channel 
from secondary video pictures by highlighting and moving the highlighting up or down the video 
pictures with the remote control (see col. 6, lines 20-28). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Boyer by displaying video pictures representing channels frequently and/or continuously selected 
and reselected by the viewer as taught by Duffield in order to view recently selected channels 
simultaneously. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Ngoc K. Vu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2611 

April 18, 2005 



